Mr. Sadow            AICE European History Syllabus            Class Website: www.mrsadow.com
Welcome to our class!  You will learn about European history from 1789-1921 and get you more prepared for college and real life.  This class will also prepare you for the AICE (Advanced International Certificate of Education) exam which will hopefully lead to you earning 3 college credits from passing the exam and ultimately 100% free college tuition paid for by Bright Futures.  Our class will be based on the following textbook: Modern Europe: 1750-1921.
Our Class Website and My Email Address
Our class has a website at mrsadow.com.  Because I have a website, I do not use Canvas.  Our website has the following information on it: the class’s schedule, the teaching presentations I use in class, the notes I have in class, an electronic copy of the book, all of the homework, all of the vocabulary from each chapter, and links to videos.  I will add more over time.  My email address is adamsadow@browardschools.com.  For many reasons, please don't use Canvas to email me.  I use Remind to communicate with you. You can also text me at any time.  Receiving messages from me is mandatory and a grade.  For period 2 and period 3, please text @europer23 to 81010 or click here and for period 7, please text @europer7 to 81010 or click here.  Make sure you enable notifications.
Evacuations

If there is a fire, we will head towards the softball field.  If there is a tornado, we will head towards the gym.

Being on Time for Class, Having Permission to Miss Class, and Cutting

I want you in class every day, and please be on time, but I completely understand that you may be late for class because of another teacher or a guidance counselor, administrator, security guard, coach, etc.  I also understand that you may have to miss part of or all of our class.  Whatever the situation, as your teacher I am responsible for you and I have to know where you are during our class. 

If anyone keeps you after the period is over and you think you might be late for our class, ask the teacher or staff member for a pass or to call or email me.  This is to prevent you from getting in trouble.  If you need to miss part of or our entire class in order to be somewhere else, please come to our class at the very beginning with a pass from the teacher or staff member that says it is “ok” for you to be there.  I will sign the pass and you'll be free to go.  You can also have the teacher or staff member call me or email me at the beginning of class instead of bringing me a pass.  I cannot send you to another teacher or staff member to get permission for you to be with them.  I also cannot go on “word of mouth” and I won't email or call the teacher or staff member to check if it is ok.  Teachers are not allowed to interrupt other teachers for this reason, including phone calls.

Please do not come to me during or after class with a pass or you may be considered cutting.  Do not stay in another teacher’s classroom or with a staff member without my permission.  If you cut class, you will not be allowed to turn in or make up any work due, including tests, the day you cut.  You will also lose part of your weekly “classwork” grade.

Homework
When you do any homework, please put your name, class period, and the name of the work.  For example: Adam Sadow, Period 1, Chapter 3, #1.  If your work is late due to a good reason, like if you are sick or absent, please put the word "Absent” on the top to let me know to give you full credit. Please do not put more than one homework on a paper, but you can of course write on the back of the paper.  This just makes it less likely that I make a mistake while grading your work.  Please do not email me any homework.

You have two school days to complete homework.  Any time after that it is 20% off, unless of course you were absent when it was due.  But if you do homework for a chapter that we have already completed, your grade will start at a 50%.  An 80% or a 50%, however, is always better than a “0,” and effort always matters to me, remember that.  

All homework is due at the very beginning of class.  After I collect the work from the bin, usually two to three minutes into class, any work turned in after that that is due that day will be considered late.  I do this so those who do their work in class the day it is due don’t earn the same grade as those who did it on time before class.  In addition, all work for each chapter must be turned in a few days before the end of each marking period (I will tell you exactly when that date will be).

Vocabulary

Vocabulary is obviously very important.  Using your notes, you will put all of the chapter's vocabulary words on index cards.  Use one word per card.  On one side put the vocabulary word and on the back its definition.  Please put the number of the vocabulary word in the bottom left-hand corner of each card and put the cards in order. Also include your period, and please use a rubber band.  The words being studied will be due by the day of the test as a test grade.  
Tests
Tests will always be announced weeks ahead of time.  If you are absent for any reason, you are expected to make it up.  I will not go to you.  You will receive test credit for what you get correct, not incorrect. 
We will practice and test in class the same way you will take your AICE exam in May.  Paper (Part) 1 is a document question.  You will have one hour and 15 minutes to answer one question with two parts.  This year's topic will be the Unification of Germany, 1815-1871.  You will be given four sources (primary documents).  For part A of the question, you will have to compare and contrast two of the sources as they relate to the question being asked.  For part B of the question, you will be given a statement and will have to use all four of the sources to agree or disagree with proof.  Paper (Part) 1 counts for 40% of your total AICE exam grade and includes 40 possible marks (points), 15 in part A and 25 in part B.
Paper (Part) 2 is an outline study.  You will have one hour and 45 minutes to answer two questions, each with two parts, on two topics of your choosing. This year's topics you will be able to choose from are France, 1789–1814, The Industrial Revolution in Britain, 1750–1850, and The Russian Revolution, 1894–1921.  Part A of both questions will ask you to explain something about the topic using information you learned from our class.  Part B of both questions will ask you to assess (make an informed judgment), discuss (write about issues or topics in depth in a structured way), or evaluate (judge or calculate the quality, importance, amount, or value of something) something about the topic using information you learned from our class.  Paper (Part) 2 counts for 60% of your total AICE exam grade and includes 60 possible marks (points), 10 in each of part A and 20 in each of part B.
Just like during real AICE testing, if you are involved directly or indirectly with any break in test security, you may earn a “0.”  These standards are the same you will have during all AICE tests and I am trying to prepare you.
One last thing… if you earn an “A” on a test before any extra credit, you don’t have to do the homework for the next chapter(s).  For example, if you earn an “A” before extra credit on the chapter 1 test= no required homework for chapter 2, including any current event due during chapter 2.  But… if you do the homework and don’t have to, I’ll add it in as extra credit, and the more homework you do the more extra credit each homework will be worth, starting at a grade of 105.   But… in order to use any extra credit that you earned during a chapter on the chapter test, all of your homework, including any current event due during the chapter, must be turned in (if you earned less than an “A” on the previous test).  If I don't say who did well enough in class to not have to do their homework for the next chapter, check Focus for a "√" in an assignment with the name "No hw for chapter..."  If you see an "X", it means you have to do your homework.
Grading

Because you are in a college level class, you earn more points towards your gpa.  In a regular class, an "A" will earn you 4 points towards your GPA and in an honors class 5 points.  In this class, an "A" is worth 6 points, a "B" 5 points, and a "C" 4 points.  Tests equal 40% of your grade, homework equals 30% of your grade, and classwork equals 30% of your grade.  The lowest grade I put in Focus for a test score is 60%, regardless of how bad your actual test score is, as long as you take it and try.  I do this so poor test scores alone will not cause you to fail.  The only way to fail this class is to not make up missed tests and/or to not do your homework.  Every week, you start off with a “100” for your classwork.  If you do your work during class, you will maintain your “100.”  If you don’t do your work during class, your classwork grade for the week will drop to a “80” the first time it happens.  If there is a second time during the same week, your “80” will become a “60,” and the third time a “40.”  If at any time you sleep in a class and don't stop when warned, you with lose 50% of your weekly classwork grade.  But, I certainly understand there are unique situations, and if there is a good reason for sleeping in class, please communicate with me.  If you are sleeping, I can't do my job which is to help you to do your job: to learn.
If something isn't turned in on time or if you miss a test, I'll put a "0" in Focus. I do this so you will immediately see your grade drop, which will hopefully make you check your grades to see what happened.  If I left the grade blank or put something else in, your grade wouldn't change and you may forget that you missed something.  I would also eventually have to change whatever I put in to a "0," which means at some point, days or weeks after something was due, your grade will drop.

During the 4th marking period, all we do is review for the exam.  The only grades will be classwork grades and homework grades.
One last thing... when you take your midterm, if your midterm grade is higher than a test taken during the 2nd marking period, I will replace the lowest test grade (except for a "0") with your midterm grade.
Extra Credit
1) take a test the day it is scheduled= +5 on the chapter test and 2) be in class every day of a chapter, 3) don't use any bathroom passes during the chapter= +5, and 4) win a test review game.  But remember, all of you homework has to be in to use extra credit. 
What You Need

Please have something to write on and something to write with every day.  You should also have a folder for this class, 1-2 highlighters (if you like highlighting), and index cards, 3 x 5 or 4 x 6.  You'll need about 151 index cards in total for the course.  

What AICE European History and its AICE Exam Focuses On

*The France Revolution, 1789–1814
*The Industrial Revolution in Britain, 1750–1850
* The Unification of Germany, 1815-1871
*The Russian Revolution, 1894–1921
