

Sample Answer for Paper 2A
This was labeled as an example of the highest quality by Cambridge
	
Example: Question 4A: Why did Tsar Nicholas II's leadership lead to his demise?

     There are many reasons why Tsar Nicholas II's leadership led to his demise. Three of them, in order of importance, are the Khodynka Tragedy, Nicholas taking back power that was given to his citizens in the October Manifesto, and his direct command of the Russian army in World War I.
     The most important reason why Tsar Nicholas II's leadership led to his demise was the Khodynka Tragedy in 1896. After becoming Tsar in 1894, Nicholas II held a celebration in 1896. Concerns over the lack of food at the event eventually led to the deaths of over 1,300 common Russians citizens. Instead of staying with his Russian subjects after the tragedy, Nicholas decided to attend a fancy party that evening. This clearly showed his lack of sympathy and concern for his own people and a total misunderstanding of how his people felt for him. His people were loyal but began to lose faith in him as a leader.
     Another important reason is that Nicholas took back the power he gave to Russian citizens in the October Manifesto of 1905. As a result of Bloody Sunday and the 1905 October revolution in Russia, Nicholas and his Prime Minister issued the October Manifesto. The manifesto allowed Russians free speech, voting rights for many, and an elected assembly called a Duma. These rights had been wanted by Russian citizens since the time of Nicholas's father and grandfather's reigns as Tsar. In 1906 though, Nicholas refused to follow through with the reforms he suggested and took control of the Duma, giving himself the ability to make laws and veto those of the Duma. As a result, the dreams of Russians who wanted representation in government were crushed, leading to the revolutions of February and October 1917.
     The least important reason why Tsar Nicholas II's leadership led to his demise was because of his personal leadership of the Russian army in World War I. In early 1917, due to Russia's constant defeats and low morale, Tsar Nicholas decided to take direct control of the troops on the battlefield, leaving the Tsarina in charge of the government. This showed not only a lack of honesty with his own military ability, but also a poor decision in leaving his German Tsarina, with no political experience, in charge of the government. As a result, not only did Russia's military defeats worsen, but the Tsar's control over Russia continued to crumble as many distrusted the Tsarina. His failure of leadership during the war also led directly to his abdication in 1917 and the rise of the Bolsheviks.
     Reasons one and two are closely related because they both clearly show not only poor decision making, but a complete misunderstanding of the feelings of his people. However, the Khodynka tragedy was more important than when Nicholas took back the power he gave to his citizens in the October Manifesto as it showed early on the Tsar's leadership deficiencies.
     The most important reason why Tsar Nicholas II's leadership led to his demise was the Khodynka Tragedy in 1896. His focus on increasing his own power, regardless of how it impacted his people, was a fatal flaw in him. As a result, Nicholas's focus on increasing his power would eventually lead to the loss of all his power.
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